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Promoting Dorset
Dorset has a stunning coastline, attractive rural
landscapes, lively seaside resorts, fascinating towns
and villages – all reasons for tourists to come here.
This booklet gives you an overview of Dorset and some (not all!)
of what visitors might ask about.
Visitors to Dorset love to paint the scenery, visit art galleries,
enjoy events and eat local food and drink. They like to explore
hidden parts of Dorset on foot and see things that are different
or unusual or lovely.
They will want to experience Dorset’s culture; what makes Dorset
a special place to be. They will pay to do so. They will tell other
people about their amazing experiences; come back more often,
and encourage others to come too.

Want to expand and test your knowledge online?
Go to www.dorsetambassador.co.uk and become
a certified Dorset Ambassador!

EXPLORE DORSET

Portland Lighthouse

Bournemouth Pier
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Swanage Railway, Purbeck

Poole Harbour

West Bay

The Brewery, Blandford

Hardy’s Cottage, West Dorset

Kingston Lacy, East Dorset
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NORTH DORSET
What might visitors expect?
Beautiful views, countryside walks, green fields
and rolling downs. Gold Hill, pretty towns and villages,
flowing rivers and watermills. Crafts, real ale, links to
Somerset and Wiltshire. The main towns are Blandford
Forum, Shaftesbury, Gillingham and Sturminster Newton.
One of the most famous heritage landmarks in Dorset is Gold Hill in
Shaftesbury, which is on the ‘must see’ list of many tourists – it even has its
own museum! Pictures of Gold Hill are used all over the world to sell Dorset
to tourists. The same can be said of the village of Milton Abbas which has
rows of thatched cottages with roses round the doors. Gillingham Bridge
was painted by the artist John Constable, and Gillingham’s water meadows,
mills and fields are still popular with painters today.
The Great Dorset Steam Fair, one of the world’s largest heritage events,
is held in Tarrant Hinton every year in August. The Sturminster Newton
Cheese Festival in September offers traditional food stalls, entertainment
and of course all types of cheese and cheese-making. The town of Blandford
presents both a Midsummer Dorset Music and Food Festival in June;
and a Yuletide Festival in December.
In Sturminster Newton, the Exchange hosts a wide programme of theatre,
music, comedy, dance and films; and Shaftesbury also has an arts centre.
The rural touring arts company Artsreach brings theatre companies to
perform in village halls all over North Dorset, and art galleries such as the
Slade Centre in Gillingham and the Art Stable in Child Okeford display
local art. In Blandford, the Hall & Woodhouse Brewery is a visitor attraction
as well as a brewery – founded in 1777 it offers tours and tastings.

Did you know...
There is an unusual museum in Blandford Forum – the
Blandford Fashion Museum in Lime Tree House, home
to ‘Mrs. Penny’s collection of historic costumes’. There are
ten rooms full of fashions and accessories from 1740 to 1970.

www.dorsetambassador.co.uk
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WEST DORSET
What might visitors expect?
Thomas Hardy locations, green fields, quirky
rural pubs and inns, historic buildings, walks,
real ale, thatched cottages, country lanes,
cream teas, fossil hunting and spectacular
cliff formations. The most important towns are
Dorchester, Bridport, Sherborne and Lyme Regis.
Dorchester is Dorset’s county town, built by the Romans and one
of the oldest places in Dorset. It is the birthplace of Thomas Hardy,
Dorset’s internationally famous author. Just outside the town is Hardy’s
Cottage (where he was born) and Max Gate (where he lived later in life)
– both National Trust properties. Several walking routes can be
downloaded from VisitDorset.com, which allow interested visitors
to see various buildings and places from his novels.

Sherborne has both an abbey and a castle. The abbey hosts an
annual music festival and a literary festival (both held in October),
and the castle hosts an annual Castle County Fair in May.
There are many shops and galleries that sell artworks and crafts,
such as the Gallery on the Square in Poundbury; Sladers Yard
in West Bay, Dukes in Dorchester and Town Mill in Lyme Regis.
Just outside Dorchester is Sculpture by the Lakes, a sculpture park
where each piece of sculpture is carefully positioned in the landscape.
Many festivals celebrate local food and drink. The Bridport Spring
Tide Festival is in May, and the Bridport Food and Beer Festival
is in June. The Dorset Food and Arts Festival is held in August
in Poundbury, near Dorchester.

Other nearby landmarks include Athelhampton House and
Gardens in Puddletown, a privately-owned manor house open
to visitors; and the Cerne Abbas Giant – a huge chalk figure
cut into the hillside. Lyme Regis on the coast is famous for fossils
and its museum has a fossil section in its new Mary Anning Wing.
The Melplash Show is held in August each year and Bridport
hosts the unusual Bridport Hat Festival in September.
Bridport, Dorchester and Lyme Regis are the three main centres
for performances. Dorchester Arts offers music, theatre and
dance at Dorchester’s historic Corn Exchange; Bridport
has an Arts Centre, the Electric Palace Cinema and the
Lyric Theatre; and Lyme Regis has the Marine Theatre.

www.dorsetambassador.co.uk

Did you know...
Thomas Hardy was born in 1840, and
died in 1928. His heart is buried in the
churchyard at Stinsford, just outside
Dorchester, his ashes in Westminster
Abbey, London.
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WEYMOUTH

PORTLAND

What might visitors expect?
Traditional seaside holidays, childhood memories,
Punch and Judy, donkey rides, sandy beaches,
Georgian splendour, seafood, harbours,
Chesil Beach, Portland Bill, Jurassic Coast.

What might visitors expect?
Overlooking Portland Harbour stands a coastal fort built
in the early 1540s to protect against French and Spanish
invasion. This played an important part in both British
World Wars. Opposite on the mainland in Weymouth
stands the Nothe Fort, a historic coastal fort, and
a family visitor attraction.

Above Weymouth is the Hardy Monument, a 72-feet-high monolith owned
by the National Trust. This is not the author Thomas Hardy, but is in memory
of Vice Admiral Sir Thomas Hardy, a commander at the Battle of Trafalgar,
who lived in nearby Portesham.
The Pommery Dorset Seafood Festival, held in July is one of the largest
free seafood festivals in Britain. Weymouth Carnival is a two-day event held
in August to coincide with the height of the season. The Wessex Folk Festival
in June is a family festival with two free stages showcasing both traditional
and modern folk music that includes Morris dancing, food, craft and traditional
music sessions in the local pubs – typical of Dorset culture in many ways!

Portland Bill Lighthouse is a functioning lighthouse. It is open for tours
and an important landmark for visitors. It is Grade II Listed and has its
own visitor centre, housed in the former lighthouse keeper’s quarters.
The b-side festival takes place every two years in Weymouth
and Portland, exploring and showcasing site-specific artistic
work – the next b-side festival is in September 2018.

The main venue in Weymouth is the
Pavilion, which sits right on the water’s
edge and offers a full range of events
throughout the year. These include
concerts by Bournemouth Symphony
Orchestra; a popular family pantomime;
tribute acts and bands.
Weymouth’s sand is ideal for
sculpting, visitors can see some
amazing creations made entirely of
sand at Sandworld – the town also
has its own sand sculpture festival.

www.dorsetambassador.co.uk

Did you know...
The famous Portland Stone quarried
here was used to build many famous
buildings, including St Paul’s Cathedral
and the United Nations Building in
New York.
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Do you really know Dorset...
In 2018 the County
Museum in Dorchester
was the first place to host
‘Dippy the Dinosaur’, the Natural
History Museum’s Diplodocus
skeleton, on its national tour.

The Osmington
White Horse is cut into
the limestone of Osmington
Hill just north of Weymouth.
It shows King George III riding his
horse. He was a regular visitor
to Weymouth and there is
also a statue of him in the
centre of the town.

The pretty harbour town of
West Bay, and its dramatic
cliffs, is famous as the setting
for the television programme
Broadchurch. A published
walk takes you around the
main locations.

www.dorsetambassador.co.uk

On the Isle of Purbeck,
some of the coast around
Worbarrow Bay is owned
by the Ministry of Defence
who use it as a training area.
So gunfire, artillery and
tanks are common!

The medieval bridge
in Sturminster Newton
in North Dorset still carries
the penalty of “Transportation
for Life” for anyone who
damages it.

Bournemouth
residents Merton and
Annie Russell-Cotes gave
their clifftop home – and all the
treasures they had collected from
around the world – to the town.
The Russell-Cotes Art Gallery
and Museum is a leading
attraction today.

Studland National
Nature Reserve, near Poole
Harbour, is the only place in
the UK where all six species
of reptiles native to Britain
can be found.
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THE ISLE OF PURBECK
What might visitors expect?
The Jurassic Coast, spectacular cliffs and scenery,
rivers, sandy beaches and clear water, sailing and
water sports, country towns, seaside towns, walks
and landmarks, unusual cliff formations, Corfe Castle,
coastal views and landmarks. The biggest towns are
Wareham, Wool, and Swanage.

The Dorset Food & Venison Festival takes place in April in Wareham
and celebrates the best of Dorset’s food and drink, as well as providing
live entertainment, cooking demonstrations, and falconry displays.
The Square and Compass pub in Worth Matravers has appeared
in every edition of the Good Beer Guide since 1974 and serves
award-winning beers, home pressed cider and local food.

The ruin of Corfe Castle is a landmark in this area, sitting on a hill
and visible for miles – it’s a National Trust property so if your visitors
are members they can get free entry. Along the coast there are famous
features that people associate with Dorset: the rock arch at Durdle
Door; the cliff stacks known as Old Harry and his ‘wife’, and circular
Lulworth Cove. The South West Coast Path links many of these and is
popular with walkers.
Visitor attractions include Lulworth Castle (which hosts the national music
event Bestival, among others), the Tank Museum, and Monkey World.
Purbeck Art Weeks, held in May, brings together local artists, groups
and schools to celebrate and share all forms of art and performance
in Purbeck. Visitors will travel in to see and experience the wealth of
art that takes place. The Swanage Blues Festival takes place in March
and October each year; and the Purbeck Chamber Music Festival
runs in early September.
Wareham has a 1920s cinema, the Rex Cinema which often hosts
special film event evenings, and is a venue for The Purbeck Film Festival.
The Mowlem Theatre in Swanage, right on the seafront, is both a cinema
and live venue for the town, and the many pubs also stage performances
of folk music.

www.dorsetambassador.co.uk

Did you know...
Corfe Castle’s tumble-down appearance
is not age but a result of the English
Civil War – soldiers used gunpowder
to create the ruin we see today.
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POOLE
What might visitors expect?
Award-winning beaches, beautiful harbour and islands,
luxury sailing. A vibrant quay with restaurants and
shops, and the largest arts centre outside London.
Poole Old Town features Scaplen’s Court Museum & Garden,
a medieval town house which is open to the public during August,
along with a Tudor Herb and Physic Garden which is open to the
public from May to September. Nearby on the Quay, Poole Museum
has no fewer than four floors of galleries to tell the town’s story!
Visitors come to Poole to enjoy festivals such as Folk on the Quay,
a free family folk festival that takes place in June, and Summertime
in the South – live music, entertainment and family fun in peak season.
The Poole Blues Festival in September showcases blues bands playing
in venues around the quay area.
Lighthouse, Poole’s Centre for the Arts, has a concert hall and
theatre, studio theatre, cinema and performance spaces showing
a huge range of dance, theatre, comedy, music, circus and film.
It is the home of the world famous Bournemouth Symphony
Orchestra, who perform here regularly.
Tower Park is an entertainment centre with activities for everyone
– a modern plaza of restaurants, cinemas, playparks and entertainment.
Poole has superb al fresco dining options, as well as vibrant
bars and restaurants along the quayside and in the town.
TV celebrity chef Rick Stein has a restaurant, Rick Stein Sandbanks,
just along the harbour road towards the Sandbanks Ferry.

www.dorsetambassador.co.uk
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BOURNEMOUTH
What might visitors expect?
Golden beaches, sea views, tropical gardens,
vibrant nightlife, entertainment venues, shows and
restaurants, shops and gardens, a year-round resort.
Bournemouth became well-known as a spa town thanks to its
many pine trees and sea air. Merton and Annie Russell-Cotes were
early residents and their clifftop house – the Russell-Cotes Museum
and Art Gallery – is now a nationally recognised tourist attraction.
Bournemouth has strong links with the Shelley family (of Frankenstein
and poetry fame), and with novelist Robert Louis Stevenson, who wrote
Treasure Island.
The biggest Bournemouth Festival is the Air Festival held each year
in August. In peak season the Kids Family Fun Festival offers free
family activities, and the annual Bournemouth Arts by the Sea Festival
in the autumn is multi-art form and attracts international artists as well
as presenting some of the best regional and local artists.
Bournemouth venues include the Bournemouth International Centre
(BIC), which hosts major acts attracting thousands of people, and the
Pavilion Theatre which presents touring productions throughout the
year. Next door is Pavilion Dance, the home of Pavilion Dance South
West which offers dance studios and performance spaces. There is
also a new cinema complex, an outdoor performance space called
The Waterfront, and just along the clifftop the smaller Shelley Theatre.
The Bournemouth Food & Drink festival takes place over ten
days in June in the town centre. There is a demonstration kitchen,
world food market, live entertainment, and a farmers market.
And seven miles of golden beaches!

www.dorsetambassador.co.uk
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CHRISTCHURCH

EAST DORSET

What might visitors expect?
Christchurch Quay, Christchurch Priory, historic
buildings, river and coastal walks, watersports,
boats and beautiful beach huts.

What might visitors expect...?
The New Forest, harbours, gardens and fantastic
scenery, popular with artists. Towns and villages
include Wimborne, Ferndown, and Highcliffe.

Christchurch Priory is an important historical landmark in the centre
of the town. There is a story connected to the building of Christchurch
Priory – the legend of the ‘miraculous beam’. The story goes that one
of the roof beams was cut too short but a mysterious carpenter was
able to fit it. The unknown carpenter, never seen again, was thought to be
Jesus Christ. The beam can still be seen today in the Priory’s ambulatory.

Visitors love picturesque Wimborne and its Minster church. Nearby are two
National Trust properties – Kingston Lacy, stately home and gardens,
and Badbury Rings, an Iron Age Hill fort.

From the Priory visitors can walk down to Christchurch Quay;
or visit the Red House Museum which tells the story of the archaeology,
social and domestic history of Christchurch. The popular Christchurch
Food Festival takes place in May, and in the High Street is the lovely
Regent Centre, both a theatre and cinema.

Major events include the Wimborne Food Festival (October), and the
Wimborne Folk Festival (June). The Hub in Verwood is both a sports
centre, theatre space and cinema.

The clifftop mansion Highcliffe Castle is a popular attraction for visitors;
as is Walford Mill in Wimborne, home to local craftsmen and makers.

Did you know...
The many gardens and garden centres
in the area thrive because of the rivers
that run through East Dorset, including
the Stour, Avon and Moors Rivers.
www.dorsetambassador.co.uk
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If you can talk about Dorset
with confidence, say what is
available and where things are,
recommend places to go and
interesting things to see, then
your visitor will have a great
time. That means they will spend
more money, come back again
and tell others about what a
great place Dorset is to visit!

Popular Tourist Destinations
Overleaf you will find a map with some of the
key destinations that have been mentioned here.
And remember there is so much more to Dorset!
Have fun exploring and pass on what you find,
visitors will be delighted.
Shaftesbury
1 Gold Hill (SP7 8HB)

Gillingham
2 Gillingham Bridge

Sturminster Newton
3 The Exchange (DT10 1FH)

Blandford
4 Brewery (DT11 9LS)
5 Fashion Museum (DT11 7AA)

Dorchester
6 Thomas Hardy birthplace

(DT2 8QJ)

Lyme Regis

Bournemouth

13 Museum (DT7 3QA)

25 Russell-Cotes Museum

Sherborne

26 Bournemouth International

14 Castle (DT9 3SA)

27 The Waterfront (BH2 5AA)

Weymouth

Poole

16 Chesil Beach (DT4 9XE)

28 Studland National Nature

17 Hardy Monument (DT2 9HY)

29 Poole Museum (BH15 1BW)

Portland

31 Lighthouse, Poole’s Centre

19 Portland Bill Lighthouse

(DT5 2JT)

Corfe
20 Castle (BH20 5DR)

Swanage

10 Athelhampton House (DT2 7LG)

21 Old Harry’s Rocks (BH19 3AX)

Cerne

Lulworth

11 Giant (DT2 7AL)

22 Durdle Door (BH20 5PU)

Bridport

24 Lulworth Castle (BH20 5QS)

12 Bridport Arts Centre (DT6 3NR)

Reserve (BH19 3AX)

18 Nothe Fort (DT4 8UF)

8 County Museum (DT1 1XA)

(DT2 8QU)

Centre (BH2 5BH)

15 Abbey (DT9 3LQ)

7 Max Gate (DT1 2FN)
9 Sculpture by the Lakes

and Art Gallery (BH1 3AA)

23 Cove (BH20 5RQ)

30 Poole Quay (BH15 1UX)

for the Arts (BH15 1UG)

32 Tower Park (BH12 4NY)

Christchurch
33 Christchurch Priory (BH23 1BU)
34 Christchurch Quay (BH23 1BY)
35 Red House Museum (BH23 1BU)

Wimborne
36 Minster (BH21 1HT)
37 Walford Mill (BH21 1NL)

Verwood
38 The Hub (BH31 7QE)

Highcliffe
39 Highcliffe Castle (BH23 4LE)

www.dorsetambassador.co.uk
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Popular Tourist
Destinations

2
Gillingham

1
Shaftesbury

3
14 15

Sturminster
Newton

Sherborne

38

5

Verwood

Blandford

4
Wimborne

13
Lyme Regis

Ferndown

36 37

12

11

Bridport

6 Cerne

West Bay

10

Poole

Dorchester

17

8

7

9

Wareham

Wool
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