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Dorset Coastal Connections – People & Places 

River Lim Path Improvement Project - Lyme Regis - Artist Brief 

 

An exciting opportunity for an artist or craftsperson to create seating/ something for people to rest on / at and 

animal architecture which will enhance a pedestrian path and bridleway between Lyme Regis and Uplyme, Dorset, 

UK. [Note Animal architecture provides habitat for wildlife from bird and bat nesting spaces to bridges for dormice. 

It also allows people to see the wildlife close up. 

Summary 

Dorset Coast Forum are looking to appoint an Artist or Craftsperson for concept development, detailed design and 

either building or overseeing the build and the installation on a well-used pedestrian path between Lyme and 

Uplyme, which has recently been upgraded and improved.  

The project recognises the importance of the artist, who will have a creative and innovative input, whilst being 

sensitive to the surrounding environment and helping to ensure an exceptional quality of design.   This project is part 

of the wider ‘Dorset Coastal Connections’ portfolio of 18 projects funded by the government’s Coastal Community 

Fund and coordinated by the Dorset Coast Forum, who are working collaboratively with The Arts Development 

Company and the individual project teams. This particular project will involve working with the Access and 

Development Countryside Ranger. 

The path between Lyme Regis and Uplyme 

This scheme provides pedestrians with a safe, traffic-free route along the River Lim between Lyme Regis and 

Uplyme.  The path is wooded and pretty and could include sculptural elements providing habitat for animals and 

seating at various identified points which can suit all members of the community.  We would welcome views from 

the consultant artist, and they would need to deliver upon something for people to rest (i.e. ‘seating’) and animal 

architecture.  

The Artist Brief 

Process 

There are 3 stages to this process: 

Stage 1 - Expression of Interest – see how to apply 

Stage 2 - Broad Stage – for short listed artists 
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Following the expression of interest and based on the artist’s submission, up to four artists may be shortlisted by a 

selection panel, consisting of representatives of Dorset Coast Forum, Lyme Forward CIC, The Arts Development 

Company and Dorset County Council. 

 These shortlisted artists will then be paid a fee of £750 to do preliminary work on the project, including 

attending a site visit on the 21st November 11-2pm where the project teams will present the context and 

detail of the site.   

 

From this site visit the artist will work up their broad concepts to present to the team.  You will need to outline: 

a) Initial thoughts on inspirations, design thoughts material opportunities and a broad concept design 

b) Timetable from concept to installation 

c) The artist’s approach to the project include longevity, robustness and how the work is suited for an outdoor 

environment where animals and people will be utilising them. (minimum life span of 20 years) 

Stage 3 – Concept development and detailed design and implementation 

The appointed artist/designer will have a budget of £25,000 for design fees, build and installation costs.  At the 

discretion of the artist they can be responsible for a contractor who will implement it, or it could be that the artist 

builds their design.  It is the artists responsibility to oversee the installations of these works. All of the work made and 

installed has to adhere to safety regulations and British Standards criteria.  

How to apply – expression of interest 

To apply please submit: 

 A selection of images with examples of your work including pieces particularly relevant to this project – 

please include Jpegs or documents of your images (no more than 10MB)  

 The artist’s approach to the project include longevity, robustness and how the work is suited for an outdoor 

environment where animals and people will be utilising them. 

 To tell us where you might need support 

 A CV including details of relevant or similar projects and website (if you have one) 

 Contact details for at least two referees who know your work and working methods. 

 

The criteria for the appointed artist will include: 

 To be able to convey their aspirations and ideas to the team and possibly members of the public 

 Be sensitive to the character and ecology of the area and aware of environmental issues 
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 Have proven experience of being able to produce detailed designs that contractors can utilise, and deliver 

them to set deadlines, or to be able to do this yourself. That the work will have a life span of at least 15 years 

 

Important dates 

 Shortlisting will take place on Thursday 15th November 2018 

 Site visits for up to four shortlisted artists will take place on the 21st November 11-2pm 

 Presentations will be held on the 6th December where the four artists will be asked to present their 

broad stages. The final decision will be made on the strength of those submissions.  Artists must be 

able to attend both the above dates. 

 The appointed artist will be informed by Thursday 13th December 

 The work has to be completed and installed no later than August 2019, though preferably we 

would like to install the work for the beginning of summer  

 Deadline for stage 1 applications: 9 am Monday 5th November 2018 

 

Please submit your application to: 

Sophie Franks,  

Dorset Coast Forum Policy Assistant,  

dorset.coast@dorsetcc.gov.uk 

01305 224833 

 

If you have any queries or clarification, please contact: 

Cleo Evans 

The Arts Development Company:  

cleo@theartsdevelopmentcompany.org.uk 

 

Tara Hansford 

t.s.hansford@dorsetcc.gov.uk 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 - Map of the 3 sites,  where seating is proposed at The, Glen, the river viewpoint near Colway 

Mill and the park near the Ford.  
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Appendix 2 - Photographs of the path and some of the areas where there are potential 

opportunities, which you will see on the site visit if shortlisted 

The Glen, near Spring head Road which is one of the locations with potential for seating, 

and animal habitat overlooking River Lim 
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This small area of green space near Colway Mill is a good & planned location for seating  

overlooking the River Lim  
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The longest Ford in England which will be restored by a craftsperson, and small nearby 

park for further innovative seating [as well as separately planned interpretation] 
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Background Information 

The Project and Key Partners 

The overall coordination of the Coastal Connections Project is being undertaken by Dorset Coast Forum, and the 

River Lim Path Improvement Project is being led by Lyme Forward, who has been commissioned to plan the details 

of the footpath improvement and coordinate the implementation of this part of the scheme.  Lyme Forward is a 

community interest company, with responsibilities for initiating and implementing various projects in the Lyme 

Regis.  There is a project team made up of all the key partners, including the appointed artist.   

Connecting people to the coast – the story 

From the Lyme Regis end, the River Lim Path  walk starts at the Museum and there are  opportunities to interpret 

the story of the mainly textile related and other industries that took place along this river in the Lim Valley, where 

there are a large number of Mills along the route and which are now in different uses.  

Excellent research has been undertaken about the River Lim, its Mills and  industries by Richard Bull a research 

volunteer at Lyme Regis Philpott Museum. Permission has been granted to use and draw upon the reports 

highlighted on the below web links 

http://www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk/lrm/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/15_the_lim_valley_mill_trail.pdf 

http://www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk/lrm/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/2_cloth_industry_in_the_lim_valley.pdf 

There is also further information and images here:  

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BzIx3QbjjJghV0V3QmxQeGJTQW8 

The whole area is highly sensitive, being a popular walking route for both local people and visitors to Lyme and 

Uplyme, so any proposed development needs to aesthetically enhance this environment; thereby connecting people 

to each other and to the coast.  

 

We have already carried out some stakeholder engagement and public consultation and through this we have 

identified 3 areas where there could be some form of artistic interpretation as identified above in appendices 1 & 2. 

 

 

http://www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk/lrm/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/15_the_lim_valley_mill_trail.pdf
http://www.lymeregismuseum.co.uk/lrm/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/2_cloth_industry_in_the_lim_valley.pdf
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/0BzIx3QbjjJghV0V3QmxQeGJTQW8
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Stakeholder consultation 

Prior to the community/public facing consultation, detailed consultation has taken place with residents and 

landowners along the route, and with Dorset and Devon County Council because it is a ‘Right of Way’; the 

Environment Agency, Lyme Town Council and Uplyme Parish Council.  Meetings or consultations have also been held 

with representatives of a wide range of organizations including: 

 Dorset County Council Highways/Footpath Team 

 West Dorset District Council 

 Dorset Countryside 

 Devon County Council Highway Authority and Footpath Team 

 East Devon Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty Team 

 East Devon District Council 

 Lyme Regis Town Council 

 Uplyme Parish Council 

 Local Landowners & Residents 

 British Horse Society 

 Ramblers Association 

 The Local Communities of Lyme Regis & Uplyme through the exhibitions and   

consultation exercise in Autumn 2017. 

 

The Dorset Coast Forum hosted a consultation event for the public and users of the path over two days at the Lyme 

Regis Museum and in Uplyme. These drop-in sessions allowed the community to find out more about this project as 

well as comment and make suggestions. DCF staff and project team members attended the event to answer any 

questions and encourage feedback. These events took place on 31st October and 1st November 2017.  In total 100 

people attended  

 

River Lim Path Project – Improvement Works 

An initial appraisal of path was undertaken, to identify issues, problems and potential improvements along the route  

 

It should be noted that only the section from Springhead Road to the Old Mill and Devon/Dorset border is a 

statutory Bridleway. The path is also a section of the East Devon Way, that runs from Lyme Regis to Exmouth, whilst 

the section from Lyme Regis to the Old Mill is also part of the even longer Wessex Ridgeway route, that extends from 

Lyme Regis to Marlborough, in Wiltshire. The path therefore has a greater than just local significance. 
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The River Lim path is a very attractive route and is most popular. 

It is emphasised that there is no question of the path being ‘urbanised’ or improvements being ‘over engineered’.  

The improvements have retained, but simply enhanced its beauty and natural character, but also significantly 

improved access as much as is reasonable, practical and economical for local people and visitors.  

  

  

Path Improvements include the following:          

  

 Surface improvements, using materials compatible with a countryside footpath; 

 Footpath/bridleway signing; both within the town of Lyme Regis and rural area with different styles and 

materials to suit the local context. 

 Replacement of the wooden bridge at Old Mill which forms the Devon/Dorset boundary, as well as new gates 

and posts, where required;  

 Alterations to, or provision of steps, where considered necessary notably on the Bridleway section;  

 Some land drainage works; 

        Improvements to footpaths that link to the River Lim Path notably signing and replacing stiles with gates 

 Provision of some information/interpretation boards in appropriate locations, together with self-guided path 

leaflet. 

 Some cutting back of vegetation. 

  Restoration of an historic cobble stoned, ford access ramp, [reputed to be the longest ford in England!] 

 Opportunities for subtle arts interventions, [as outlined in this brief.] 
 

NB The majority of the path works will have been completed in 2018, but with the artistic elements to follow on in 

Spring 2019. 

 

 

 


